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Caucus Calls on New York State Senate To Act 
 
“Education is a human right with immense power to transform. On its foundation rest the 
cornerstones of freedom, democracy and sustainable human development”. – Kofi Annan  
 
In wake of a scathing report by the State’s Education Department titled “East Ramapo: A School 
District in Crisis” released late last year, this issue is clear. Educational justice is being denied. The 
report outlines grave issues with the school board’s operations from a lack of transparency, to 
severe budget cuts that favor private schools over public schools. Since 2009, the East Ramapo 
district has eliminated over 500 positions within the public schools operating in the district, and 
has stalled dire supply, and equipment procurement needs. The report by NYS’s Education 
Department makes six recommendations; one of which has been put into legislation and introduced 
in both houses this 2015 legislative session.  
 
The New York State Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic, and Asian Legislative Caucus urges the New York 
State Senate to fulfill their constitutional obligation, and maintain and support the public education 
system in the East Ramapo district to ensure all children, families, and schools receive an equal 
share of resources.  There is legislation currently on the table that makes a huge leap in correcting 
this problem. Assembly/Senate bill (A5355-A/S3821-A) sponsored by Assemblywoman Jaffee, and 
Senator Carlucci will authorize the Commissioner of Education to appoint a State monitor to 
oversee the East Ramapo Central School District. This legislation will address the unique needs 
within the school district, as well as provide important and needed oversight. 
 
Not only is education a human right it is also a legal right, according to the New York State 
constitution “the legislature shall provide for the maintenance and support of a system of free 
common schools”. The crisis in the East Ramapo district has persisted for far too long, we must act 
this session and not delay education fairness to the 9,000+ students most of whom are black, and 
Latino in the East Ramapo district.  
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